
 

 

 

Assignment 3: Scientific Question and Start Journal 
Due: See Timeline Tab for specific date 

 
It is not a requirement to type your report; however, if you use the 
computer/Word program, it is easier to edit your work. You will be adding to 
your report every week. Your science teacher will be grading each mini 
assignment and letting you know of any changes that need to be made. Many 
students save their work on a USB flash drive so they can work on it at school 
and home. 
 
Steps to Get Started: 
 
Step 1: Get Started: If you have your approval to begin your experiment, you may 
start it now. 
Step 2: Question: State the question you are trying to answer. Then write or type 
a statement (preferably 3 or 4 sentences) about why you are trying to answer that 
question and what you hope to find out. This is your purpose for the project. Your 
judges want to know why you are doing the project and where you may have 
received your idea from. 
Step 3: Journal: A journal is for you to keep a “diary” of your observations on an 
hourly, daily, weekly, or bi‐weekly basis. Entries in the journal must be written 
clearly and with detail so that another scientist (or reader) can read the journal, 
reproduce the experiment, and see if their observations match yours. Journals 
that are maintained on a consistent basis show enthusiasm for the project. Keep 
in mind the entries are short descriptions and depending on the experiment, may 
or may not show drastic change on an hourly/daily basis. Spiral notebooks or 
composition books make great journals. 
Step 4: Pictures: Photographs will further help explain your experiment and 
results, so it is a good idea to use this type of documentation in your final report 
and on your display board. Begin taking photographs as soon as you begin your 
project.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

Scientific Question: (Use the space below to write your question or you may 
type it and turn the typed copy in to your teacher.   Due:  See Timeline Tab for 
specific date 
 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________. 
 

Real Examples from Joshua students: 

Example 1:  Have you ever wondered, "Just, how clean is this water I'm drinking?" 

People, these days worry about what is in their water but end up not doing 

anything about it. Usually they exchange their water systems or get bottled water. 

Still, you cannot just go by the quality of the water that the ad tells you. People 

can contract very harmful diseases from drinking from their water systems or 

streams and lakes. Sometimes we think, "If I can't see it, it's not there" which is 

completely not true. Taking precautions in what water you drink could lessen the 

risk of getting yourself sick. 

Example 2:  What type of insulation should you use in your home if you want to 
conserve energy and lower your electric bill?  Everyone today is concerned about 
our planet and what we can do to conserve our resources.  Each of us uses a lot of 
electricity, natural gas, or propane to heat and cool our homes.  When we use a 
lot of resources, we are also paying a lot of money each month to the electric 
companies and gas companies.  I wanted to find out what families could do to 
better insulate their homes and lower the use of energy which will save them 
money each month.  With today’s bad economy, we need to do all we can to save 
money.  Having a home that has the best insulation will keep the heat or cool air 
inside instead of leaking out of the house.  
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